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Review Sheet for Maleches M’chabeh

The Av Melacha 

M’chabeh in the Mishkan

Rashi (Shabbos 73a): He holds that the Melacha of Kibui was involved in preparing charred wood for the fire under the cauldron of the dyes.

Tosafos (Shabbos 94a “Reb Shimon”): Burning wood doesn’t produce a hot enough fire for blacksmiths. They needed a hot enough fire to smelter metal. In order to achieve this they would make a regular fire (arranged strategically) that they would allow to burn until they had chunks of well burned wood (charcoal). They would then extinguish the fire to save these pieces of charcoal to make the type of intense fire they needed to smelter the metal. (The fire from charcoal is a significantly hotter form of fire then the regular wood fire and served their purposes quite well.

The Principle of Maleches M’chabeh

In general Kibui is the exact reverse of the Melacha of Mav’ir. So where as the principle of Mav’ir is kindling or intensifying a fire the principle of Kibui is extinguishing or mitigating a fire in some way.

The Different Forms of Kibui

Blowing Out the Fire With Wind

Gemara (Shabbos 120b): If there is a lamp behind the door you may not open and close the door normally because you will extinguish the fire. The Gemara says that even though this is a kibui in the manner of Davar Sh’aino Miskavein nevertheless it is assur m’dorysa because it is a p’sik reisha.

Rambam (Hilchos Shabbos 5:17)/ Rosh (ibid. quoting the Rabbeinu Chananel): They learn that the fear of the Gemara is that by opening or closing the door in the normal way the slamming will cause vibrations that will cause the flame to ignite better or go out.

Tosafos (ibid. “Poseach”): He understands the case of the Gemara is talking about when the lamp is attached to the back of the door. By opening and closing the door in the normal way you are causing the oil to draw closer or further away from the wick. Opening and closing the door gently is mutar because then it is not a p’sik reisha.

Rashi (ibid): He understands the Gemara is referring to a case where the lamp is attached to the wall in proximity to the door. Opening the door is a p’sik reisha that the wind will come and extinguish the flame. According to Rashi closing the door is not a problem because it is just an act of Hasaras Moneah (i.e. you have just removed an external mitigating factor that would have caused the fire to go out). 

Reducing or Removing Fuel From the Fire

Gemara (Beitzah 22a): It is assur to take oil out of a burning lamp.

Tosafos (ibid “V’hamistapek”): Removing oil is actually causing the fire to burn lower at this very moment. 

Rosh (ibid. Siman17): He holds this is assur because you are directly causing the flame to go out sooner than it would have otherwise. This act doesn’t have the leniency of Gram Kibui (see ahead)

Reducing the Oxygen From the Fire

A fire needs oxygen as part of the combustion process therefore just like it is assur to remove fuel from a fire it is assur to remove oxygen from a fire. Due to this point it is assur m’dorysa to place a bowl (or the like) on top of a flame.

Reducing the Intensity of a Fire

Biur Halacha (278:1 “Hacholeh”): He proves from the above-mentioned Tosafos (and other sources as well) that reducing the intensity of a flame is also a form of d’orysa Kibui.

Dousing the Fire with Water

Mishnah (Shabbos 47b)/ Gemara (ibid): You can put a pan (or the like) under a flame in order that the sparks should fall on the pan as opposed to on the tablecloth. This is not a called “M’vateil Kli M’heichano” because the sparks have no substance. However you may not put water in the pan because of Kibui. Chazal forbid placing a pan with water below a flame even before Shabbos. 

Rashi/ Tosafos (ibid “Mipnei”): They explain that the issur to put the pan with water on Erev Shabbos is a g’zeirah lest you come to put the water in the pan on Shabbos itself. Putting the water in the pan on Shabbos is a full-fledged form of Kibui (i.e. if the spark falls in as you are pouring the water or if you raise the pan closer to the flame)

*In general kibui with water is probably going to be a Melacha Sh’aina Tzricha L’gufah but nevertheless it is still assur m’derabanan (this issur d’rabanan is so severe that we even made a g’zeirah on Erev Shabbos – see above – to prevent it)

Extinguishing a Blazing Piece of Metal

Rambam (Hilchos Shabbos 12:2): Even though the Rambam holds that heating a piece of metal until it is red-hot and ablaze is a chiuv of mav’ir nevertheless extinguishing that red-hot blazing piece of metal in water is patur aval assur unless you are doing so in order to cure the steal. 

Ravid (ibid): This would make sense except for the fact that the Rambam poskins like Rebbe Yehudah that Melacha Sh’aina Tzricha L’gufah is chaiv. Therefore it shouldn’t matter whether you are curing the metal or not as long as there is some constructive purpose in the act overall.
M’chabeh and the Principle of Melacha Sh’ainah Tzricha L’gufah

Mishnah/ Gemara (Shabbos 29b, 31b): There is a machlokes Tannaim whether extinguishing a lamp in order to save oil or save the lamp is considered d’orysa kibui. The Tanna Kama holds this is a form of Kibui d’orysa whereas Rebbe Yosi holds it is patur aval assur. Extinguishing in order to save the wick from being reduced is chaiv according to all opinions.

The Gemara says that the Tanna Kama certainly holds like Rebbe Yehudah that Melacha Sh’ainah Tzricha L’gufah is chaiv. Therefore even though these are all forms of Kibui Sh’ainah Tzricha L’gufah (in that you don’t need the kibui itself for a creative purpose but rather just to facilitate some ulterior motive), nevertheless they are all chaiv. With regards to Rebbe yosi the Gemara is bothered. If Rebbe yosi holds like Rebbe yehudah then all three cases should be chaiv. If he holds like Rebbe Shimon then he should patur in all 3 cases. The Gemara offers two possible answers.

1) Rebbe Yosi really holds like Rebbe Yehudah but he also holds that there are certain groupings of Melachos that have a positive and negative side like building - destroying, tearing - sowing, and igniting – extinguishing. In all of these examples the negative side is only chaiv if the negative act is necessary specifically in order to facilitate the subsequent positive side. Therefore breaking a wall would be patur unless you need to break it in order to rebuild it. Similarly extinguishing a flame is patur unless you need to extinguish it in order to help it light better again. Therefore when you extinguish a lamp to save the oil or the receptacle it is patur. If you extinguish it in order to save the wick this is chaiv as a Melacha Sh’ainah Tzrich L’gufah because although there was an ulterior motive this does directly facilitate a future lighting.

2) Rebbe Yosi really holds like Rebbe Shimon and the only reason that you are chaiv when you extinguish to save the wick is because the Mishnah was referring to a case where the wick had never been previously singed before it was lit. Therefore although you have an ulterior motive the kibui directly facilitates a future lighting by making the wick into a “singed and prepared wick”. This itself regardless of kavanah is a Melacha Hatzricha L’gufah.  
Rambam (Hilchos Shabbos 1:7): He poskins like Rebbe Yehudah in melacha Sh’ainah Tzricha L’gufah. Therefore he poskins like the Tannah Kama that all three cases in the Mishnah are chaiv.

Rach/ Ravid/ Ramban/ Rashba: They all poskin like Rebbe Shimon. Therefore they must holds like Rebbe Yosi in this Mishnah according to the second answer of the Gemara (i.e. that he follows the approach of Rebbe Shimon.

Mishnah Brurah (278:3): With regards to the p’sak halacha the Mishnah Brurah concludes that we hold like the Rov Rishonim. Therefore the only case of chiuv d’orysa in kibui is when you are extinguishing the flame in order to make charcoal, singe a wick, or char wood so that it will burn better next time. Otherwise anytime you are extinguishing the fire for some ulterior motive (i.e. to help a choleh sleep, to save fuel, to save the receptacle, to save one’s money from being burned) but you don’t need the kibui for its own sake it is patur aval assur. (The Rambam would hold that these cases are all chaiv like Rebbe Yehudah)

*This principle carries over to all the other Melachos as well (i.e. digging a hole just for the dirt etc.)

It is important to note that even though we normally allow a Jew to do an issur d’rabanan for a choleh shain bo sakanah, nevertheless this heter doesn’t apply to a Melacha Sh’aina Tzricha L’gufah due to the fact that it is significantly more sever then a normal issur d’rabanan

Gram Kibui (Indirectly Causing the Extinguishing of the Fire)

Mishnah (Shabbos 120a): There is a machlokes Rebbe Shimon and Rebbe Yosi whether Gram Kibui (indirectly causing kibui) is mutar or assur on Shabbos. Rebbe Yosi forbids this and the Rebbe Shimon permits it.

Rosh (Beitzah Perek 2 Siman 17)/ Tosafos (Beitzah 22a “V’hamistapek”): They learn that the machlokes between Rebbe Yosi and the Rebbe Shimon is applicable in all situations even when there is no “potential damage” involved. (See Korban Nesanel on the Rosh ibid # 60)

Mordechai (Shabbos Perek Kol Kisvei quoting the Rabbeinu Yoel): He disagrees and says that this machlokes only applies in a case of “potential damage”. In a situation where there is no potential damage even Rebbe Shimon agrees that this is assur.

Shulchan Aruch (334:22): He brings down the halacha straight from the Gemara that Gram Kibui is mutar like Rebbe Shimon based on the fact that there were other Tannaim who clearly held like him.

Rema (334:22): He is choshesh for the Mordechai and therefore Gram Kibui is only mutar in a place of potential damage.

Shar Hatziun (514:31): He says that it is very questionable whether this Mordechai is a valid shitah in halacha. Therefore even though he doesn’t permit Gram Kibui outright on Shabbos he does permit it on Yom Tov. As a result in order to do Gram Kibui on Shabbos you would need a situation of potential damage but on Yom Tov you could do Gram Kibui under any circumstances.

Graz/ Chayeh Adam/ Kitzur S.A./ Shmiras Shabbos K’hilchasa (13:  ): They are all choshesh for the Mordechai on Yom Tov as well.

Putting a Pot of Water Over a Gas Flame to Cause the Flame to Go Out

*One simple nafkah minah between these two approaches is putting a pot of water over a gas flame on Yom Tov in order to have it boil over and cause the fire to go out. According to Mishnah Brurah this should be outright mutar whereas according to the other poskim it is assur unless there is potential damage (i.e. you won’t have enough gas left for Yom Tov, it may burn the food, you have legitimate cause to think it will cause a fire). According to all opinions this is only mutar when you plan to use the remaining heated water for something. (This is because otherwise you are cooking water on Yom Tov for no “tzorech ochel nefesh”, which is assur)

Of course this machlokes extends to all cases of Gram Kibui on Yom Tov this is just one of many applications. 

